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Over 40 items 
I in our Buffet including 
hot & cold choices 

| Lunch Buffet *9, Dinner ‘12.50 
1 Fully Licensed ■ Open 7 days 
Now Hiring 


Concern over 
NPCA 

MPP wants audit of Conservation 
authority. 

Page 2 


Discovery of 
bombs 

Man charged after house fire. 
Page 2 
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Forster wants forensic audit of NPCA 


BILLSAWCHUK 

Postmedia Network 

Cindy Forster is upping the 
ante and calling for a forensic 
audit of Niagara Peninsula 
Conservation Authority. 

The Welland MPP wrote an 
open letter last Monday to the 

requesting a financial audit of 
the NPCA immediately. 


Last Wednesday, she called 







ity at the Niagara Peninsula 
Conservation Authority” — 
has been looking at the Inter¬ 
nal operations of the conser¬ 
vation authority. A private 
citizen and whistleblower, 
Ed Smith, called on Niagara 
Region council to audit the 
conservation authority in 
lune. That request was turned 


“We are trying to get FOIs 




Charges laid 
for bombs 



day night. 
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Feeding a community need 


























































4 ■ 


INPORT NEWS ■ THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 10, 2016 


INPORT'ANEWS 


Published by InPort News, Postmedia Corp. 
228 East Main Street, Welland, Ontario, L3B5P5 
Tel: 905-732-2414 Fax:905-732-3660 


welland.tribune@sunmedia.ca 1^1 
John Tobon, Group Advertising Director 
Peter Conradi, Managing Editor 


POSTMEDIA 


I’ve been thinking about being kind to others 



when I was a kid my Dad 
watched Hockey Night in 
Canada every Saturday 
evening. It started right 
after Hee Haw. I was in the 
room, but I wasn’t drawn to 
the screen. I found it bor¬ 
ing. So I’d be playing with 
my toys, or reading, or solv- 

while the game was on the 


ball — this v 


s before the 


the Boston Celtics. I'd watch 
any basketball game that 
was on TV. Saturday after¬ 
noons I’d watch one college 

afternoons I’d watch one pro 
game after another. I even 
went to see a couple of pre¬ 
season exhibition games 
at Maple Leaf Gardens in 
Toronto and Copps Coli- 


In the early ‘90s I jumped 
on the bandwagon when 
the Blue Jays were winning 


championships and World 
Series. Living in Burlington 
at the time, I would go to a 
couple of games a year at the 

But I fell In love and mar¬ 
ried a woman who is not a 
sports fan and we’ve raised 
four kids who aren’t sports 
fans. Perhaps as a result of 
that, I’m no longer a sports 
fan. I do manage to get them 
a little worked up to watch 
and cheer for Germany (the 
country of our ethnic herit¬ 
age) every four years when 
the World Cup comes around 
(that’s soccer for anyone who 
doesn’t know). 

I didn’t watch this year’s 
World Series (back to base¬ 
ball for a moment), but I fol- 

was really neat to see the joy 
of Chicago Cubs fans. I’m 
writing this the day after they 

squeaker after coming back 
from being down three games 
to one to Cleveland. After not 
being in the World Series for 
71 years and not winning a 
World Series for 108 years this 
really was a feel-good story. 

See KIND on A6 



Still waiting for the Region to hit a home run 


O 

GRANT 

mUli LAFLECHE 


I will say this for Niagara's 


i opportunity to miss an 
opportunity. 

Councillors are only human, 
so we have to cut them a degree 
of slack. No one expects them to 
put the ball over the fence each 
and every time at bat, but is a 
measly double-play now and 
again too much to askfor? Heck, 
we'd take a single, or even accept 


a walk because the pitcher threw 
a fast ball at council's brain case. 

But no, these folks are bound 
and determined to swing their 
bat of hopelessness at any damn 
thing thrown their way. And I 
mean anything. To conclude 
my really terrible baseball anal¬ 
ogy, council would strike out 
swinging at an imaginary base¬ 
ball even after being told the ball 
wasn't really there. 


Authority's CAO < 
D'Angelo as Niagara Region's 

You remember D'Angelo, 
don't you? He was the guy the 
Niagara Regional Police serv¬ 
ices board gave $25,000 of your 


money to last year to produce a 

so full of methodological errors 
it wasn't just debunked in this 
column, but expertly exposed 
by a member of the police serv¬ 
ices board itself. 

But we'll get to those details in 

By way of background, it is 
useful to remember the events 
that brought us to this point 

You may recall that the rela¬ 
tionship between the last man 
who held the CAO position, 
Harry Schlange, had a less than 
smooth relationship with some 
members of council, and par¬ 
ticularly when it came to Chair¬ 
man Alan Caslin. 

In fact, that relationship 
soured to the point that council 



the tension 

the regional chair and CAO was 
so bad, council wanted to hire a 
relationship coach for them. 

Schlange bailed out and 
took the CAO job in Brampton. 
When he left, Schlange penned 
a sharply worded, Nostrada- 
mus-like letter critical of coun¬ 
cil's leadership that said unless 
things change, Niagara will con¬ 
tinue to decline and council's 


credibility would fade. 

The entire affair did not 
exactly leave Niagara's regional 

tion and you'd have to think that 
a potential CAO with serious 
chops would have to think twice 


was struck — which included 
two members of the NPCA, 
Welland Mayor Frank Campion 
and Grimsby Coun. Tony Quirk 
—to find the next CAO. 

Which brings us to last Mon¬ 
day's special meeting of council 
to decide the matter. The meet¬ 
ing's time meant several coun¬ 
cillors could not attend and 


as unnecessary. Does coun¬ 
cil want the public to seriously 
believe the decision to pick a 
new CAO could not wait until 
Thursday of this week when 
the full council convenes? That 
three lousy days were that criti¬ 
cal that some councillors could 
be shut out from voting? 

That doesn't pass my political 
smell test 

(It is worth noting that every 
member of council at that meet¬ 
ing that also sits on the NCPA 
board, save for Bill Hodgson, 
voted for D'Angelo becoming 
the CAO.) 

See REGION on A6 
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HE TOOK CARE OF WHAT 
MATTERED 


“Isn’t it time YOU insure different?” 


WHITES’ 

INSURANCE 


WHERE YOU ADVERTISE MATTERS! 


GET YOUR TICKETS TODAY! 


Of course, many n 
recall these classic lyrics from the Elvis 
Presley song “Blue Christmas”, which 
topped the record charts back in 1957. Of 
course, in addition to this tune “The King of 
Rock & Roll” scored an incredible number 
of smash hits during his career from the 
1950’s to the 1970’s. 

On Sunday December 11 th at 3pm, the music 
and life of Elvis Presley will be celebrated 
in a special Christmas show. “Elvis: Blue 
Christmas” starring Gino Monopoli in the 
title role, backed by the amazing Memphis 
Cats Band. Local Elvis fans will be in for a 
real treat, as Gino is widely regarded as one 
of the most internationally acclaimed Elvis 
Tribute Artists on the circuit today. 


The show will be divided into two parts, with 
the first portion of the show dedicated to Elvis’ 
early Rock & Roll career and songs such as 
“That’s Alright Mama” “All Shook Up” and 
“Love Me”. The second half of the show 
reaches into the latter portion of his career 
including such hits as “Suspicious Minds” and 
“Are You Lonesome Tonight” amongst the 
classics. Christmas classics to be performed 
include “Blue Christmas” “Santa Bring My 
Baby Back” and “White Christmas”. 

Tickets to see “Elvis: Blue Christmas” 
starring Gino Monopoli on Sunday 
December 11th at 3pm at the Roselawn 
Theatre are now on sale for only $32 all 
inclusive and are available at the theatre 
box office located at 296 Fielden Avenue in 
Port Colbome, or by calling 905-834-7572. 
Don’t miss out on this special one night 
only performance, get your tickets now! 


CALLING ALL ELVIS FANS ! 


Sn ROSELAWN THEATRE ™» 

" 905-834-7 572 m& 


"ELVIS: BLUE CHRISTMAS" SHOW 
COMES TO PORT COLBORNE THEATRE 


The incredible Gino Monopoli 
stars in “Elvis: Blue Christmas” 
when it comes to the 
Roselawn Theatre 


905 - 834-3228 

45 Clarence St. W. Port Colborne 
www.whitesinsurance.ca 


| LOCATION, LOCATION, 

LOCATION. 


You promised you would protect them. 

LIFE INSURANCE 

Call today. It’s easier than you think. 

Mark Guilbeault & Associates Ltd 
Insurance Professionals 
220 Main St West Phone: 289-836-7999 
www.insuredifferent.ca 
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@ NOFRILLS 

wo n’t be beat* 

Friday, Nov 11 to Thursday, Nov 17,2016 

\ 

SPAGHETTI SQUASH, 

OR BUTTERCUP SQUASH. 

Product of Ontario 

© 

5 LB BOX OF 
CLEMENTINES 

Product of Morocco 

No.1 Grade or Spain 


Brent & Jenny's NoFrills 

53 West Side Rd., 

Port Colborne 



ROMA 

TOMATOES 

Product of Mexico 



Region will pay for 
Council’s mistakes 


REGION from A4 

This decision strains credulity 
to the breaking point 

As CAO of the NPCA, D’Angelo 
was responsible for a budget in 
the neighbourhood of $10 mil¬ 
lion. As CAO of the Region, he 
would be responsible for a budget 
of $1 billion. 

Yes, billion. With a B. 

D’Angelo has never managed 
a budget that size. Moreover, that 
regional budget includes areas of 
public interest - including pub¬ 
lic health, policing, public works, 
regional housing and social wel¬ 
fare - he has no serious profes¬ 
sional experience with. 

According to D'Angelo's bio 
provided by the Region this week, 
along with working for the NPCA, 
he has worked as a paramedic 
chief and manager, and also was 
the director for the Hamilton 
Health Sciences paramedic edu¬ 
cation and research department. 
By comparison, Schlange was 
the CAO of Fort Erie and Loyalist 
Township, and held private sec¬ 
tor gigs at General Motors and 
IBM prior to becoming Niagara’s 
CAO. 

Whether you believe Schlange 
was a good CAO for Niagara or 
not, whether you think his par¬ 
ticular leadership style was effec¬ 


tive or not, there is no question 
he was eminently qualified for 
the job. 

D’Angelo doesn’t have the 
depth of Schlange's experience 
or expertise. 

In fact, the one time we have 
seen D’Angelo in action outside 
of the NPCA was in the afore¬ 
mentioned flaming train wreck 

vey. As I noted in past columns, 
D’Angelo created a survey that 
was invalid from a scientific 

survey could be taken by anyone 
multiple times. I took it around 
a dozen times from different 
computers in different locations 

ther. D'Angelo said he could 
protect the survey's integrity by 
filtering out any duplicate IP 
addresses. Stewart took the sur¬ 
vey 22 times, changing his IP 
address each time by rebooting 
his router, and recording each 
new IP address. He then chal¬ 
lenged D’Angelo to demonstrate 
he had actually identified those 
IP addresses as duplicates and fil¬ 
tered them out of his final results. 
If he could, D’Angelo would have 


proved his survey was valid. 

He didn’t. Citing privacy con¬ 
cerns, he would not reveal if he 
caught those IP addresses or 
not, which is particularly weird 
since Stewart was asking for the 
addresses generated by his own 
personal computer. 

(Also of note, police board 
chairman and Niagara Falls 
Coun. Bob Gale, board member 

member and St. Catharines 
Coun. Andy Petrowski — who 
labelled that survey as a “home 
run” — voted for D'Angelo.] 

If D’Angelo could not handle 
the absurdly simple task of a sur¬ 
vey, why should we have confi¬ 
dence that he can manage the 
exponentially more complicated 
task of Niagara Region itself? That 
police survey wasted $25,000 of 
public money. Mistakes made by 
the regional CAO will cost a lot 


The problem, however, is not 
really D'Angelo, but with the 
credibility of the council that 
selected him. 

When the next survey-style 
boondoggle occurs, it will be 
the council that will be held to 
account by the public. 

glafleche@postmedia.com 


Election will leave people 
extremely divided 


KIND from A4 

It was a feel-good story at a 
time it was sorely needed. By 
the time you read this the U.S. 
will have elected a new presi¬ 
dent. No matter who the winner 
is, this election campaign, and 
politics in general, has left peo- 

And you’d be hard pressed to 
know what the policies of either 
candidate are. Even watching 
the ads run by local campaigns 

with what candidates stand for, 
but instead focuses on personal 
attacks. 

I've frequently heard people 


who wonder why the parties 
couldn't find any better candi- 

up running. I often think that 
better qualified, highly intel¬ 
ligent candidates who might 
run for the purpose of actually 
serving the public rather than 

to subject themselves to the 
kind of hateful rhetoric that 
inevitably comes from such a 

Can’t we make the world, 
our nations, our communities, 
better places than they are? I’m 
not talking about policies and 
platforms, but about loving our 


neighbours. Human nature is 

and perhaps those closest to us. 
But by the grace of God and the 
gift of love that God grants to us 
we, can actually overcome that 
natural tendency, at least some¬ 
times, and live for each other 
and do what will make life bet- 

The Golden Rule: "Do for oth¬ 
ers what you would like them to 
do for you,” is found in the writ- 

earth. It might go against our 

That's good news. That's a 
feel-good story. It’s what we all 


If you have a story idea or see news happening, we want to hear from you - 

inport.news@sunmedia.ca or 905-732-2414. 
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HE Rosemary's Natural Choice! 



iagara Region Health 
8 Wellness Expo 

fturday November 12 th at the Croatian National Hafl' 
from 9 am to 5 pm • 6 Broadway Ave. in Welland 



The 4th Annual Health & Wellness Expo 

Join us for the Niagara Region Health & Wellness Expo on 
Saturday November 12th at the Croatian National Hall. This event will 
feature renowned natural health experts... presenting info about health 
ssues and natural therapies. Last year was standing r 


10:00 am - Dr. Sara Celik - L 
• 11:30 am - Julie Daniluk - Creating happiness ar 


1:00 pm - Dr. Kate Rheume-Bleue - Inflammation - The Silent Killer! 


Plus take advantage of product demonstrations, discounts, F 
samples, tons of natural health information and gifts. It’s the nz 
health event of the year! To find out more about this event, visit ut 
L Rosemary’s Natural Choices or call us at 905-714-0566 


Want to Get Healthier? 
Add Fish Oil to Your Diet 


Quality fish oil is an excellent source of essential fatty acids... 



95 Lincoln Street • on the corner of 
Prince Charles Drive S Lincoln Street 
Welland • (905) 7W-0586 
www.rosemarysnaturalchoices.com 
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BOOK NOW! 

LIMITED TIME OFFER 


See Now, Pay Later! 


s O 


For One YearO.A.C. 



MURDOCH'S 

Celebrating 57 Years as Tire & Mechanical Experts 


From October 7 to December 23, 2016 


HU *70 ? 


WHEN YOU BUY 


PASSENGER OR LIGHT TRUCK TIRES ONLY 



MICHELIN® X-lce® Xi3 

P185/70R14 Reg. $139 EACH 


*516 



MICHELIN Defender™ 

P195/65R15 Reg. $135 EACH 



FREE Installation & Balancing 

Snow Rims & Tire Packages 


COMPLETE 

WINTER INSPECTION 

LOW AS oiufilthi 

DON’T HAVE HEAT PROBLEMS! 
RAD FLUSH LABOUR 

» $ 59?L 

HEAVY DUTY NAPA 
BATTERIES 

*.„*89 ss 

- Sale Expires: December 23,2016 > L . 

iM/ aV, r 

ONE STOP TIRE & AUTOMOTIVE 

285 Killaly Street W., Port Colborne 835-8832 www.murdochstire.con 
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Lots of people volunteer to restock shelves 



I :{ ' I U . 1 . r.l-.VTWl 



WELLAND 51 - 53 Main St. West 905-734-7555 
For other Deals and Specials Visit wiMui.bulldltagalnron.ca Mon - Fri 8-6 • Sat 9-5 
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Fireworks Over the Falls 


from Global N( 


Free Admission 




Get onboard with Canada s 

#1 to the Sun 




at up t o 

Champagne PAQ/n 
Vacations 




#1 for Family Vacations 


Festival Lights 


<3l'iafie JJt (k/our OTmfer 3~rad.it.ion 


Opening Ceremonies 

Saturday November 19th, 2016 Shows at 5:45 & 7PM 
Queen Victoria Park (across from the falls) 


Holiday Cirque Spectacular 
Niagara Star Singers 


Laser Light Show 
Flip the Switch Ceremony 


Guest Emcee Anthony Farnell 












































12 ■ 


INPORT NEWS ■ THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 10, 2016 



Prices in effect 
November 9-15,2016 
while quantities last. 


SAVE 1.70 


Store hours: Mon. - Fri. 8 am to 9 pm 
Sat. 8 am to 6 pm • Sun. 9 am to 6 pm 


200 Fitch Street, Welland 


VACHON 
SNACK CAKES 


Wi 

TROPHY ALMONDS 
OR PREMIUM MIXED NUTS 




1 in © li 
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Region’s acting on 
CAO’s absence 


Mo Lewis, the municipality's 
corporate services commissioner 
who has been filling in as acting 
CAO since the departure of Harry 
Schlange in May, has been on leave 
since Nov. 2 and is not expected to 
return until Nov. 14. 

That's the same day Carmen 
D'Angelo, who last Monday was 
appointed by council to fill the CAO 


role permanently, is scheduled to 
assume his position as the Region's 
top bureaucrat. 

Asked about Lewis’s absence, 
Regional Chairman Alan Caslin 
issued the following statement 
by e-mail: "Acting CAO Maurice 
Lewis is currently on a leave of 
absence. Ron Tripp, Niagara Region's 
commissioner of public works, is 
currently the acting CAO." 
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333 Davis Street 

(on the corner-next to Home Hardware) 
Port Colborne 
Phone:905-834-4541 

9I1EKIV “Lumber merchants 

TIMBER MART since 1810” 
www.timbermart.ca/sherk 


Patio Doors (6; Left or Right) $499 - Reg. $699. • Used Posts: 8” x 8” x 6’, $9.99, Cash & Carry 
• Bulk stones and coaise / fine sands (delivery available) Second Doors from $5.00 & up 

1 ” X 6” X 5’ P.T 
FENCE BOARDS 
$1.99 (reg $2.82) 

(Cash & Carry) 

LANDSCAPE 
RAILWAY TIES: 

$13.99 ea. 

(cash and carry) 



SHEDS-TO-GO 
Visit our display 
court on Welland st. at 
Bell st. Port Colborne 


TAXLESS TUESDAY - November 15 

(We pay the HST on all in stock, 
reg. priced items, cash & carry) 

Every third Tuesday of the month 




OVER 4,000 ITEMS IN STOCKTO CHOOSE FROM. 

DONT FORGET. 


Sunday - Wednesday 10-6 
Thursday - Saturday 10-8 
34 Queen Street, 
Niagara-on-the-Lake 


COME VISIT 

SANTA! 


BUY* SELL* TRADE 

IN THE CLASSIFIEDS 




Look no further to get professional 

- Remodeling the Niagara Region for the past decade 

- Dedicated to providing the finest quality of service and 
materials for your dollar 

- Written warranties 

Always a fast, friendly and FREE 

"Don't settle on part time service" 

Ph: 905-894-8599 
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Niagara 

AUCTION IS BACK! 

BIDDING CLOSES TONIGHT 

BID NOW! 

Over $500,000 worth of items available to be won 

TV’s • Home Audio • Car Audio • Telephones 
• Recliners • Loveseats • Sofas • TV Stands 
• Clothing Gift Cards • Green Fees 
• Golf Memberships • Attractions • Vacations 

• Flooring • Dining Gift Cards • Beauty Products 

• Appliances • BBQs • Home & Garden Equipment 

• Health Products & more! 

www.niagarafallsieview.ca/auction 


Brought to you by 

REVIEW (TheStantiarD THE TRIBUNE 
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‘We are trying to 
get FOIs answered’ 


AUDIT from A2 

“That’s what the forensic 
audit would do. It would trace 
where there are problems." 

Smith said he has made 12 
FOI requests in all. Some of the 
requests deal with large con- 

"They have fulfilled some 
of the benign ones,” Smith 
said. “The pointed ones — the 

in getting responses about — 
were denied. We have appealed 
them to the Privacy Commis¬ 
sioner. It’s not dead yet. From 
the outside looking in, as a tax¬ 
payer, it looks like the NPCA is 
undisciplined and may have 
crossed some ethical lines. 
We feel a forensic audit is war- 



with the conservation author- 


kk 

When Ed appealed, 
they said they couldn’t 
locate the documents. 

If you are spending 
$40,000 or $50,000 in 
contracts, you should 
be able to provide 
documentation. That’s 
what the forensic audit 
would do. It would 
trace where there are 



those things and follow the 
process. It does take time and 
labour, and that's not the only 
job Mike has at the conserva¬ 
tion authority." 

The Standard attempted to 
authentic some of the citizen 
group's FOI requests, and the 
responses they received. The 
conservation authority was 
unwilling to do that. 

"We have forwarded this 



provide comment at this time." 

Forster said there is public 
interest in taking a look at the 



Bombs contained aerosol 
cans and firearms ammo 






GET THE LATEST 
BREAKING NEWS 




www.lnPortNews.ca 
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BLACK 

FRIDAY 

30% Off 

entire store 

November 25 & 26 only 

Friday, 9am to 9pm I Saturday, 9am to 6pm 

(gift cards excluded) 


340 Welland Ave. St. Catharines 


Mon to Thu 9am-6pm, Fri 9am-9pm, Sat 9am-6pm, Sun - Closed 
Store Phone: 905.641.4581 
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* Classifieds 

inportnews.ca/classifieds 


Phone: 1-866-541-6757 • Fax: 1-866-485-8461 



y/tefisaak 






NO COLLECTING! 
Call 905-732-2414 

ext 503389 or 503272 
“Tribune routes” 

ROSEMOUNTAVE & SOUTH 
CRES 

JEFFERSON AVE, NORTH 
CRES & SUGARLOAF ST 

(flyers only routes below) 
CHARLOTTE, CLARENCE, 
KENT, KINGS WEST ST. 

CLARENCE ST 



Place your 
ad TODAY! 


yourlif^moments.ca 

For Obituaries call: 

1-877-750-5054 


All other moments call: 

1-888-786-7821 


Obituaries I In Memoriam I Thanks 
Births I Celebrations I More 
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WELLAND 



TOYOTA 



• Power Windows/Locks/Mirrors 

• Cruise ControlTraction Control ABS brakes 

NOW STANDARD ON 2017 COROLLAS , TOYOTA SAFETY SENSE ™ P~ 




TOYOTA 


TOYOTATHON 

ISON! 

Lease or Finance from 
as low as 0 % on 

SELECT 2016 MODELS! 

PLUS Lease Customers get a 

LEASE CUSTOMER 

INCENTIVE 

up to $750! 

Get up to $4000 in Cash 
Incentives on Select Models 



‘ 55 - 1 . 99 - 

NOW STANDARD, TOYOTA SAFETY SENSE " C~ 

• Pre-Collision System • Automatic High Beam 

• LED Tail Lights • LED Daytime Running Lights 



• 59 - 7 . 99 * 


PLUS GET UPTO 5000 "" BONUS MILES 


Welland 

(^TOYOTA 


Welland Toyota, 894 Niagara St, Welland, Ontario 
(905)788-2200 or call toll free 1-800-265-3409 
www.wellandtoyota.ca 



































